
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to your grade 9 student and your 

family.  My name is Julie vanBourgondien (Mrs V.) and am very excited to work with you as we 

all prepare for goals after high school. 

I have been a school counselor at Starpoint for over 30 years. I am very proud to have served 

the Starpoint district and surrounding community for all of these years.  

My husband and I live in the town of Lockport. We have two sons that have grown into very 

responsible men. I can totally relate that your son/daughter are coming into a different 

situation with mixed emotions. My job is to make their transition from middle school to high 

school as smooth as possible.  

Coming off a year to go down in the “books,” we are here to help!  

Tips for a successful year… 

1.) Parent Portal… great way to keep on top of your child’s schoolwork.  Please check 

with teachers often and frequently if there are questions. 

2.) Read the daily announcements on high school website. You will learn about 

important deadlines, events and other school information. 

3.) Please encourage your child’s independence. Let them talk for themselves. This is 

great practice to learn how to advocate for their own issues. 

4.) If your child is struggling with academic issues, have them reach out to their 

teachers. Extra help is always available and is essential in achieving success. 

5.) Attendance to school is imperative. We understand that absences will occur but 

being on time and ready to learn will help them prepare for life! 

Finally, when you receive your child’s schedule please make sure they have math, science, 

PE/science lab, social studies, English, art or music or DDP and lunch.  

If I can assist in anyway, please reach out to me. I truly want your student to have a positive 

experience at Starpoint High School. 

I look forward to getting to know you and your son /daughter! 

 

Julie vanBourgondien 

716.210.2306 

jvanbourgondien@starpointcsd.org 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


